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A NEW ACROLEPIA (ACROLEPIIDAE) FROM JAPAN 
By Siceru Morruti 


The following species has been submitted to me 
for identification by Mr. SHINGO NAKAMURA, and 
I am grateful to him for giving me the opportunity 
to study his material. J am also indebted to Prof. 


SYOTI Isstx1 for valuable advice and encouragement. 


Acrolepia delta MORIUTI, n. Sp. 

g. 15 mm. Head greyish white, face whitish. 
Palpus dark fuscous irrorated with greyish white, 
inner side largely greyish white, apex of second seg- 
ment, and a submedian ring and apex of terminal 
segment ochreous-white. Antenna pale ochreous ringed 
with dark purplish fuscous. Thorax dark fuscous 
mixed with paler. Leg: posterior tibia with median 
spurs at the anterior ?/;; dark fuscous, more or less 
suffused with pale ochreous-white, all tarsi with an 
apical whitish ring on each segment. Abdomen grey. 
Forewing: the shape as shown in fig. 1; brownish 
ochreous, with some scattered white and blackish 
scales; about ten irregularly placed dark blackish fus- 
cous dots on anterior half of costa; a spot of dark 
blackish fuscous suffusion on costa beyond middle ; 
four slender whitish streaks between this spot and 
before apex; the lst streak (from base of wing) oblique, 
longest, reaching half across wing, interrupted in the 
apical half, the 2nd and 3rd oblique, the former a 
little longer, the 4th somewhat inwardly oblique, 
shortest; a black longitudinal mark in disc towards 


apex; a minute white dot at apex; a white spot at 





Figs. 2-3. Acrolepia delta MORIUTI, 
: n. sp., female genitalia, holotype. 
Fig. 1. Acrolepia delta MORIUTI, n. sp., holotype ( ¢ ). (2) Ventral aspect. (3) Lateral aspect. 








1) Entomological Laboratory, College of Agriculture, University of Osaka Prefecture, Sakai. 
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basal !/⁄ in the lower half, surrounded by black scales; a distinct triangulated white spot marked 
with several black or blackish strigulae on dorsum before middle, reaching beyond fold, mar- 
gined with black; a small white strigula from dorsum before tornus; a few minute dots on dorsum 
between this strigula and dorsal spot; a marginal series of minute white dots round termen and 
tornus; cilia brownish ochreous, basal line purplish fuscous, submedian and apical lines dark 
purplish, the former darker, beneath apex with a pale ochreous-white dash, on dorsum greyish. 
Hindwing with veins 3 and 4 stalked; grey; cilia concolourous, glossy. 

Female genitalia (figs. 2, 3): Ostium rather large, round, situated posteriorly, shielded by 
a large, sclerotized, round plate. Ductus bursae membranous throughout, narrow, the anterior 
2/, extremely slender; inception of ductus seminalis at junction of ductus bursae and bursa 
copulatrix. Bursa copulatrix large, oval, without signum. 

Holotype 9: Takano, Bingo, Honsyû, X 1958 (S. Nakamura), reared from larva feeding 
on seeds of Hosta lancifolia ENGLER. 

Distribution: Japan (Honsyd). 

Food plant: Hosta lancifolia ENGLER (Liliaceae), 

Closely allied to Acr. asseciella ZELLER (1839), but most easily distinguished by the position 
of the median spurs of the posterior tibia, which in assectella is posteriorly situated at the 
middle; also separated by differences in the wing marking and the genitalia (especially the ductus 
bursae), Somewhat like Acr. alliella SEMENOV et KuzNeTSov (1956), Acr. dioscoreae MORIUTI 
(1961) and Acr. issikiella MoRIUTI (1961), but larger, the colouration of the forewing and the 
genital character apparently different. 


The type is deposited in the Entomological Laboratory, University of Osaka Prefecture. 
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